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ANNUAL 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Westhoughton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitation  of  the  Urban  District  of  Westhoughton  for  the 
year  1919. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  5,554  acres,  containing  19 
miles  of  highway.  The  geological  formation  is  boulder  clay 
over  coal  measures. 


The  estimated  population  is  15,400,  equal  to  a  density  of 
2.7  per  acre. 


Year 

Number  of 
Houses 

Population 

Av’ge  per 
House 

Av’ge  per 
Acre 

1917 

3311 

15400 

4.6 

2.7 

1918 

3311 

15400 

4.6 

2.7 

1919 

3313 

15400 

4.6 

2.7 
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Summary  of  StatisticSi 

Rate  oi  Deaths 


Year 

Bifth.'Ratc 

Death/Rafe 

Zymotic 

Death.'Rate 

Phthisis 

Death.'Ratc 

Respiratory 

Death-Rate 

updcr  1  year 
per  1000  births 

1919 

20.9 

12.6 

.39 

.39 

2.5 

86 

1918 

19.2 

15.7 

1.82 

.52 

3.8 

91 

10  y’rs  aver. 

24.8 

14.0 

1.58 

.62 

3.3 

123 

C’nty  Urban 

16.09 

17.4 

.99 

1.1 

3.1 

101 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  336, 
of  these  180  were  males  and  156  females.  This  is  equal  to  a 
birth-rate  of  20.9  compared  with  19.2  last  year.  The  County 
Urban  birth-rate  was  16.09,  and  that  for  England  and  Wales 
18.5.  There  were  13  illegitimate  births. 


County 

England 

Year 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Birth-R’te 

U’b’n  B’th 

and 

Births 

Pate 

Wales 

1915 

386 

194 

192 

25.1 

19.91 

21.8 

1916 

344 

187 

157 

22.3 

18.54 

21.6 

1917 

290 

160 

130 

18.8 

16.27 

17.8 

1918 

284 

138 

146 

19.2 

16.09 

18.5 

1919 

336 

180 

156 

20.9 

•  •  • 

Deaths 


During  the  year  there  were  registered  192  deaths,  equal 
to  a  death-rate  of  12.6,  as  against  a  rate  of  15.7  last  year.  The 
County  Urban  death-rate  was  17.4. 


Year 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

Tot.D’ths 

\yth  R'te 

Zymotic 

Death- 

Rate 

County 
Urban 
D’th  Rate 

England 

and 

Wales 

1915 

58 

225 

14.6 

.32 

15.60 

14.8 

1916 

37 

194 

12.5 

.27 

14.47 

14.0 

1917 

30 

158 

10.1 

.18 

14.05 

14.4 

1918 

28 

219 

15.7 

1.82 

17.4 

13.8 

1919 

29 

192 

12.6 

.39 

... 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  first 
year  of  life  during  1919  was  29,  as  compared  with  28  last  year. 
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The  rate  per  1,000  births  for  1919  is  86,  as  against  91 
in  1918,  and  123  the  mean  of  10  years  1909  to  1918. 

6  of  the  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  4  weeks  of  life. 

Of  the  29  deaths  14  were  notified  as  due  to  premature 
birth  or  congenital  causes.  Of  the  14  deaths  12  occurred  during 
the  first  week  of  life. 

Infantile  Welfare. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  the  Infantile  death- 
rate  was  again  slightly  lower  than  in  any  previous  year.  This 
is  very  satisfactory  and  is  no  doubt  due  in  some  measure  to  the 
good  work  performed  by  the  HealthVisitors  under  our  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 


As  mentioned  in  my  last  Report  the  district  is  so 
scattered  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  visiting  to  be  carried  on  by 
one  nurse,  and  a  great  advance  was  made  when  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  we  were  able  to  secure  the  services  of  our  second 
Visitor. 


The  district  is  now  equally  divided  and  as  far  as  practi¬ 
cable  the  whole  time  of  the  nurse  is  spent  in  her  particular 
area,  thus  enabling  her  to  keep  in  close  and  constant  touch 
with  the  homes  and  to  obtain  that  personal  knowledge  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  mothers  which  is  so  essential  to  success. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  scheme  is  developing  on  the  right 

lines. 


We  have  an  increased  number  of  voluntary  workers  to 
whom  our  thanks  are  due. 

We  had  an  attendance  of  300  mothers  and  infants  at  the 
“  Baby-day”  which  was  promoted  last  summer’  and  the  weekly 
Centre  shows  a  steadily  increasing  average  attendance,  which 
on  occasions  has  shewn  our  accommodation  to  be  somewhat 
inadequate. 


During  this  year  we  have  arranged  for  a  three  days’  visit 
from  the  Travelling  Welfare  Exhibition  and  this  will  include  a 
series  of  lectures  and  demonstrations. 


Pre-natal  work  has  progressed  and  a  number  of  infantile 
eye  disorders  have  received  special  attention  with  good  results. 

The  sale  of  Dried  Milk  and  Virol  has  greatly  increased, 
and  help  has  been  given  to  those  deserving  cases  which  came 
under  our  notice. 

A  number  of  cases  were  discovered  which  required  med¬ 
ical  treatment  and  these  were  referred  to  their  private  doctors 
and  so  in  some  cases  for  special  hospital  treatment. 

The  details  below  summarise  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year ; — 

(a)  Total  births  registered  . . .  336 

(h)  Total  births  notified  ...  ...  339 

(c)  Birth  enquiries...  ...  ...  336 

(d)  Re-visits  to  births  under  1  year  2527 

(e)  ,,  ,,  over  1  year  600 

(/)  Visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  44 

(g)  Breast-fed  babies  ...  ...  260 

Qi)  Bottle-fed  babies  ...  ...  47 

(i)  Babies  still-born  ...  ...  16 

ij)  Total  deaths  under  one  year...  29 


Rate  of  Deaths  Under  One  Year  per  1,000  Births — 


Year. 

West’n 

County  Urban. 

Eng.  &  Wales. 

1915 

...  150 

123 

110 

1916 

...  107 

101 

91 

1917 

...  103 

96 

97 

1918 

...  91 

101 

97 

1919 

...  86 

— 

— 

Av.  10  yrs.  1909-18 

...  123 

115 

104 

Zymotic  Disease, 

There  were  notified  77  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
including  18  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  7  cases  of  Malaria, 
compared  with  417  the  previous  year,  which  included  352  cases 
of  Measles. 

1919  1918  1917  1916  1915  Average. 

77  ...  417  ...  236  ...  243  ...  138  ...  2222 

Scarlet  Feirer. 

There  were  notified  25  cases  of  this  disease.  20  cases 
were  removed  to  the  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Diphtheria. 

14  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  5  of  which 
were  removed  to  the  hospital.  There  were  6  deaths  due  to  this 
disease. 

Enteric  Fever. 

There  were  notified  5  cases  of  this  disease,  all  of  which 
were  removed  to  the  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Diarrhoea. 

During  the  year  no  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 


Westhoughton 

County  Urban 

England  &  Wales 

Year 

Diarrhoea 

Diarrhoea 

Diarrhoea 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1915 

.91 

.  .56 

.39 

1916 

.25 

.27 

.27 

1917 

.13 

10.2 

12.18 

1918 

.06 

10.74 

10.99 

1919 

nil 

On  the  11th  July,  1918,  the  Local  Government  Board 
issued  a  Memorandum  warning  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities 
of  the  special  danger  to  infant  life  and  health  likely  to  arise 
during  the  hot  weather  from  attacks  of  epidemic  diarrhoea. 
Special  stress  is  laid  in  the  Memorandum  on  the  importance  of 
efficient  scavenging  during  the  summer  months. 

As  in  previous  years  specimens  have  been  referred  to 
Prof.  Delepine,  of  Manchester  University,  for  pathological 
examination. 


Respiratory  Disease. 

40  deaths  were  due  to  Respiratory  diseases  as  against  59 
last  year.  The  death-rate  from  these  diseases  is  2.5.  16  deaths 
were  caused  by  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  accounting  for  22. 

Influenza. 

The  district  suffered  during  the  early  part  of  the  year 
from  a  continuance  of  epidemic  Influenza  so  prevalent  at  the 
close  of  1918.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the 
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spread  of  the  disease,  but  the  resistance  of  the  people  had  been 
greatly  reduced  by  the  attack  of  the  previous  year,  and  not 
until  the  summer  weather  arrived  could  it  be  said  that  we  were 
free  from  this  terrible  disease. 

Phthisis. 

During  the  year  there  were  notified  7  cases  of  this 
disease  as  against  16  last  year. 


There  have  been  six  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the 
year.  The  affected  houses  have  been  thoroughly  cleansed  and 
disinfected,  and  all  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
this  disease. 


The  Local  Care  Committee  for  Consumptives  continues 
its  most  excellent  work,  providing  nourishment  and  clothing  in 
necessitious  cases. 


There  were  notified  16  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis,  and  one  death  was  due  to  this  cause. 


Westh’ton 

County  Urban 

Westh’ton 

County  Urban 

Year. 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Phthisis 

Phthisis 

Death-Rate 

Death-Rate 

Death-Rate 

Death-Rate 

1915 

...  3-7 

3*13 

•91 

...  101 

1916 

...  2*8 

2*6 

•51 

...  106 

1917 

...  2-9 

2*6 

•32 

...  103 

1918 

...  3*8 

31 

•52 

11 

1919 

...  2*5 

— 

— 

• — 

Water 

Supply. 

The  district  is  still  supplied  with  mainland  upland 
water  by  the  Bolton  Corporation. 


The  total  number  of  houses  supplied  with  water  is  3,082, 
the  Bolton  Corporation  supplying  the  remainder  in  the  Hulton 
Ward  District. 

The  water  was  analysed  during  the  year  and  found  to  be  ' 
satisfactory. 


The  total  consumption  for  the  year  was  106,392,000  galls. 
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Milk  Supply. 

The  quality  of  the  milk  distributed  in  the  district  has  been 
fairly  satisfactory  during  the  year.  Samples  have  been  regu¬ 
larly  taken  for  analysis  by  the  Inspector,  but  in  no  case  has  it 
been  found  necessary  to  prosecute  for  adulteration.  In  one  or 
two  cases  the  milk  was  found  not  quite  up  to  the  standard  for 
milk  fat  and  the  vendors  were  warned. 


The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  regularly  inspected 
during  the  year. 

The  Schools. 

The  Schools  continue  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition 
with  the  exception  that  in  two  or  three  the  playgrounds  are  not 
in  the  best  of  condition  ;  these  are  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  Council. 


All  are  provided  with  water  closets  with  the  exception  of 
Hulton  School,  which  is  provided  with  pails. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Sewage  System  has  worked  satisfactorily  during 
the  year,  an  additional  length  of  sewer  has  been  laid  to  take 
the  sewage  away  from  the  New  Housing  Scheme. 


Housing. 

(i)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District — Total  num¬ 
ber  of  rooms  in  Westhoughton  is  3313  of  which  2730  are 
available  for  working  classes. 


20  new  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  on  the  Hindley’s 
Estate  site,  the  total  number  to  be  erected  on  this  site  is  250. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  district  is  15,400. 


The  shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  to  be  about  375. 

(ii)  Overcrowding. — The  number  of  houses  with  more  than  2 
occupants  for  one  bedroom  is  396.  The  number  of  houses 
intended  for  one  family  only  which  are  now  occupied  (witli- 


9 


out  having  been  specially  adapted)  by  two  or  more  families 
is  approximately  230. 

(ill)  The  general  standard  of  housing  is  generally  satisfactory 
the  chief  aspects  are  dampness,  unpaved  yards  and  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  privy  middens,  which  are  gradually  being  converted. 

(iv)  We  have  no  unhealthy  areas. 

(v)  Existing  bye-laws  have  been  relaxed  in  relation  to  the  new 
houses  being  erected,  principally  in  the  height  of  rooms. 

(vi)  No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  during 
the  year  bearing  on  public  health,  which  is  not  covered  by  the 
above  particulars. 

(vii)  Appendices. — 1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  complaint  v/as  made  that  they  were  unlit  for  human 
habitation— nil. 

2  (a) — Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Section 
17  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1919 — 22. 

(b) — Number  of  dwelling  houses  considered  unfit  for  human 

habitation^ — 40. 

(c)  — Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders — nil 
proceedings. 

3—  Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1919. 

(a)  — Number  of  orders  for  repairs  issued — 1 

(b)  — Number  of  cases  in  which  repairs  were  carried  out  by 

the  Local  Authority — nil. 

(c) — Number  of  dwelling  houses  voluntarily  closed — nil. 

4 —  Closing  Orders — No  Closing  Orders  made. 

5 —  Demolition  Orders — None  made. 

6 —  No  dwelling  houses  demolished  voluntarily. 

7 —  Obstructive  buildings — One  block  under  consideration. 
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8 — The  Housing  Staff  consists  of  Surveyor,  Housing  Inspector 
and  Medical  Officer. 

The  Surveyor  is  in  charge  of  the  Housing  Schemes. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

WILLIAM  H.  LEIGH. 

June  1920. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Westhoughton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the  various 
sanitary  duties  performed  and  improvements  carried  out  during 
the  year  1919,  and  also  furnish  the  following  Statement  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order  of  December,  1910  : — 

(a)  The  number  and  nature  of  the  inspections  made 
during  the  year  : — 

Visits  made  to  houses  where  infectious  cases  have 

occurred  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Visits  made  to  the  opening  up  of  blocked  drains,  the 
repairing  and  relaying  of  same,  including  visits 
to  blocked  water  closets...  ...  ...  161 

Visits  to  bake-houses  under  the  Factory  Act  ...  57 

Visits  to  farms  under  the  Dairies  &  Cowsheds  Order  106 

Visits  to  slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  53 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  ...  ...  45 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  &  Town 

Planning  Act ...  ...  ...  . .  22 
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(6)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  dis¬ 
tinguishing  Statutory  from  Informal  Notices  : — 

Statutory  Notices  to  abate  nuisances  and  to  convert  5 

Letters  and  Preliminary  Notices  ...  ...  ...  77 

Of  the  45  Samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  42  were  certified  as  genuine, 
3  were  below  the  standard  for  milk  fat,  but  not  sufficient  to 
warrant  prosecutions.  The  farmers  were  warned  in  each  case. 

There  have  been  inspected  and  condemned  20  Hams, 
which  were  unfit  for  food,  the  weight  condemned  was  252  lbs. 

Housing  matters  have  demanded  a  large  amount  of  atten¬ 
tion  during  the  year.  In  April  a  Housing  Census  was  taken  of 
the  v/hole  District,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  number  of  families 
living  together,  and  the  amount  of  overcrowding.  A  Report 
has  also  been  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
showing  the  housing  needs  of  the  district,  the  question  of  un¬ 
healthy  areas,  and  thenumber  of  houses,  which  would  ultimately 
be  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation. 


Visits  have  also  been  made  in  the  district  with  Inspectors 
from  the  Mrnistry  of  Health  and  Housing  Commissioners. 


The  inspection  of  property  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Acts,  which  was  in  abeyance  during  the  war,  was 
again  commenced  during  the  ^^ear. 


The  conversion  of  privy  middens  to  water  closets  has 
again  been  considered  by  the  Council,  and  it  was  decided  to 
make  application  for  a  loan  towards  the  cost  of  conversion, 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  so  that  this 
much  needed  sanitary  improvement  may  now  be  proceeded  with. 

The  Council  now  undertake  the  collection  and  removal  of 
house  refuse  for  the  whole  of  the  district,  this  is  carried  out  by 
carts  and  motor.  The  new  motor  tipping-wagon  which  has  been 
on  order  for  nearly  nine  months  was  nearing  completion  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  was  promised  for  delivery  early  in  1920. 
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The  Pulverizer  has  been  delivered,  and  the  building  for 
the  same  is  in  course  of  erection,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  work¬ 
ing  early  in  the  next  year  (1920). 

The  usual  inspection  of  bake-houses,  workshops, 
slaughter-houses,  and  dairies  and  cowsheds  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year.  A  report  has  been  presented  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  state  and  cubic  space  of  the  whole  of  the  cowsheds  in 
the  district. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
time  and  work  involved  in  interviewing  owners  and  contractors, 
and  the  daily  Superintendance  of  the  Cleansing  Stall,  the  taking 
of  milk  samples,  and  supervising  draining  and  other  sanitary 
work,  the  whole  of  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep  a  tab¬ 
ulated  account. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  Council  for 
their  co-oporation  and  support  in  the  foregoing,  and  it  will  be  my 
endeavour  to  carry  out  to  the  best  of  my  ability  every  sanitary 
improvement  which  will  be  for  the  benefit  and  health  of  the 
District. 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 


F.  J.  A.  GREEN,  M.S.LA. 


March  1920. 


Sanitary  Insphctor  and  Cleansing  Supt. 
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